CREMS News

A Historical First Made Possible with
CREMS Volunteer Responders!

May burst into the scene heralding not only beautiful weather
but also a historical first for the Copper River 911 Service
Area! Three fully equipped CREMS ambulances, all crewed
by volunteer responders (with only 1 paid medic on one
ambulance), were responding to 3 different 911 EMS
dispatches all at the same time. That is truly amazing and
hopefully doesn't happen again for another 45 years or so!

This level of volunteer support is not an anomaly. Between
July 1, 2024 and April 30, 2025, CREMS volunteers have
signed up for 1,054 x 12 hour on-call shifts. When our
volunteers sign up for an on-call shift, they are committed to
respond with the ambulance to any 911 EMS dispatch during
their volunteer shift -- knowing that if there is a 911 EMS
dispatch, the total time commitment will likely be 3-5 hours or
more by the time the patient is transferred to a medevac flight
at Gulkana Airport or we intercept with another ambulance
service near Eureka for transport to a hospital.

The total amount of time our volunteers have dedicated to the
actual responses, patient care, and/or ambulance transport after
911 EMS dispatches amounts to 1,066 hours.

Ten volunteers have signed up for between 40 and 166 on-call
shifts each and/or donated between 40 and 153 hours each
responding to 911 calls. Over 20 different local residents have
volunteered with CREMS over the past 10 months.

Together, weve got this!
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If you are interested in taking an
EMS course or would like to sched-
ule training for your employees,
please contact CREMS.

Emergency Vehicle Protocol

Summertime often brings with it an increase in 911
Ambulance calls. As we head into summer, please remember
that when you see the lights and hear the sirens of the
ambulance, fire trucks, and Troopers, they are responding to
an emergency and want to get there safely and in a timely
manner. Do your part and move to the side of the road and
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lets keep everyone safe.

Pictured left to right: Jake Nagengast (Kenny Lake), Pete
Swirtz (Nelchina), Stephen Brooks (Nelchina/Eureka), John
Gregory (Tazlina), EMS Instructor Matt Lorenz (CREMS),
“Good Luck” Brooks’ Baby, Ethan Vollema (Glennallen),
Teresa Noble (Nelchina), Sadie Blancaflor (Valdez/
McCarthy), and Danyle Boone (Chitina).

Congratulations!

CREMS is happy to introduce these 8 new
EMT graduates who recently completed a
140+ hour initial EMT certification course!
These dedicated students gave up their Mon-
day and Wednesday evenings and their full
weekends for the past 7 weeks in order to
learn the skills and knowledge necessary to
become AK Certified EMT’s.

Thanks to each of these students who donated
their time and effort to help CREMS fulfill its
mission “EMS in Every Home”.

CREMS extends our sincere “Thanks” to the
Alaska Community Foundation's Strengthening
Organizations grant for providing funding for this
life-saving class.

“Leadership is having a compelling vision, a comprehensive plan, relentless

implementation, and talented people working together.”

-Alan Mulally



