CREMS News

CREMS Awarded Two Grants!

This holiday season there has been much cause for celebration!
Shortly before Christmas, CREMS received notification from the
Alaska Community Foundation that they received the Strength-
ening Organizations grant for nearly $10,000 that will help
CREMS “Develop Sustainable EMS First Response in an Under-
Resourced Region:. This volunteer development and training
grant will provide vital funding for EMS training.

Just after the New Year, the Alaska Department of Transporta-
tion and Public Facilities (DOT & PF) awarded CREMS with a
$150,000 dollar grant! Receiving any grant is cause to celebrate,
but something very special about this particular award, was that
DOT & PF clearly stated in its funding opportunity announce-
ment that it “may award one agency to receive the $150,000
grant or may consider multiple qualified applicants to receive the
funding.” CREMS is that one agency! The extensive sixteen-
page grant was written will allow for the purchase of necessary
high-cost equipment and provide EMS training that will result
in quality EMS Response all along the road system here in the
Copper River Basin.

This is an extremely important grant for CREMS. EMS equip-
ment is expensive and the ability for CREMS to purchase the
high-cost equipment after being side-lined for five years and
then springing back into 911 Ambulance Service and EMS Re-

sponse just wasn't possible.

EMS training is an essential and continuous requirement. EMS
protocols are constantly changing, and it is vital to keep current
EMS responders educated on up-to-date information. For a class
of 10, EMT class costs just over $10k. This can be costly for
small organizations with limited income and frays the cost of a
tuition fee for residents who want to become First Responders or
would like this knowledge so that they can respond to emergen-

cles within their home.

The training funds from the two grants will allow CREMS to
hold classes in our far-reaching community of Chistochina, as
well as another blended class for people who can’t make it to
class in-person due to work obligations, distance, or other situa-

tions.

An EMT-1 Initial Course is being planned for April. If you are
interested, please contact Jolene at copperriverems@gmail.com
or call the CREMS Office at 907-822-3671, or 907-308-1990.

CALENDAR of EVENTS

Call or email Jolene for info:
907-308-1990
copperriverems@gmail.com
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January 18th, 1lpm— EMS Training Exercise

January 22nd, 7pm- Glennallen Monthly Squad Training
at the CREMS Office. Come eat pizza, stay up-to-date, and
practice valuable skills. Everyone is welcome!

January 29th, 7pm- Kenny Lake Monthly Squad Training
at the Kenny Lake Ambulance Barn. Come eat pizza, stay
up-to-date, and practice valuable skills. Everyone is wel-
come!

If you are interested in taking an EMS course, please con-
tact CREMS.

“While we are living in the
present, we must celebrate
life every day, knowing that
we are becoming history
with every work, every

action, every deed.”
-Mattie Stapanek

CREMS Quarterly Report

January marked the end of our second quarter of
being back in service. From July1st to December
31st, there have been 139-911 EMS Dispatches.
Although the 911 dispatch calls were down from 77
in the first quarter (Q1) to 61, the amount of volun-
teer hours increased from 330 to 360 in the second
quarter. This is largely due to the increased wait
times for LifeMed and Guardian due to inclement
weather.

61 Total 911 EMS Dispatches, which includes:
27 Medevacs (Q1-29)

23 Patient Contacts with No Transport (Q1-28)
4 Cancelled Calls ( No Patient Contact) (Q1-6)
4 Transports to CRNA (Q1-8)

0 Transports to CRMC (Q1-1)

3 Ground Intercepts (Q1-7)
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Many thanks to our volunteer First Responders
and Medics for all they do to help our residents
and the visitors of the Copper River Basin!
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